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Bradbury's quiet exploration of a future that looks so much like the past is sprinkled with lighter
material. In "The Silent Towns," the last man on Mars hears the phone ring and ends up on a
comical blind date. But in most of these stories, Bradbury holds up a mirror to humanity that
reflects a shameful treatment of "the other," yielding, time after time, a harvest of loneliness and
isolation.
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