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The text is enlivened with a host of illustrations and practice problems drawn from classical and
contemporary sources. They range from Thomson's famous experiment to determine e/m and
Euler's model for the buckling of a strut to an analysis of the propagation of emissions and the
performance of wind turbines. The mathematical tools required are first explained in separate
chapters and then carried along throughout the text to solve and analyze the models.
Commentaries at the end of each illustration draw attention to the pitfalls to be avoided and,
perhaps most important, alert the reader to unexpected results that defy conventional wisdom.
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