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Divorce rates are at an al-time high. But without a theoretical understanding of the processes
related to marital stability and dissolution, it is difficult to design and evaluate hew marriage
interventions. The Mathematics of Marriage provides the foundation for a scientific theory of
marital relations. The book does not rely on metaphors, but develops and applies a mathematical
model using difference equations. The work is the fulfillment of the goal to build a mathematical
framework for the general system theory of families first suggested by Ludwig Von Bertalanffy
in the 1960s.

The book also presents a complete introduction to the mathematics involved in theory building
and testing, and details the development of experiments and models. In one "marriage
experiment,” for example, the authors explored the effects of lowering or raising a couplei¢yss
heart rates. Armed with their mathematical model, they were able to do rea experiments to
determine which processes were affected by their interventions.
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