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Galileo is mistakenly believed by many to have invented the telescope-a misconception that the
scientist did little to correct in his own time. Rather, as Reeves, an associate professor of comp lit
at Princeton, reminds readers in reviewing both the myths and facts of telescopy, Galileo
perfected a relatively crude Dutch invention that he had gotten wind of. It was his improved
version, which he christened a "telescope," that he used to discover the four large moons around
Jupiter and the topography of the Earth's moon. However, as Reeves recounts, reports of magical
mirrors and lenses dated back to the lighthouse of ancient Alexandria, which according to legend,
was topped by an enormous mirror that could spy enemy ships and set them on fire.
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