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Thetopic is motivated and developed through sections of exercises that allow students to recreate
known theory and provide afocus for their algebraic practice. There are also several explorations
that encourage readers to embark on their own research. Some of these are numerical and often
require the use of a calculator or computer. Others introduce relevant theory that can be followed
up on elsewhere, or suggest problems that the reader may wish to pursue. A high school
background in mathematics is al that is needed to get into this book, and teachers and others
interested in mathematics may find that it is a suitable vehicle for keeping up an independent
interest in the subject.
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