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In many respects, we understand the structure of the universe better than the working of living
cells. Scientists can calculate the age of the sun and predict when it will cease to shine, but we
cannot explain how it is that a human being may live for eighty years but a mouse for only two.
We know the complete genome sequences of these and many other species, but we still cannot
predict how acell will behave if we mutate a previously unstudied gene.
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