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The theme of The World Development Report 2007 is youth - young people between the ages of
12 to 24. As this population group seeks identity and independence, they make decisions that
affect not only their own well-being, but that of others, and they do this in a rapidly changing
demographic and socio-economic environment. Supporting young people's transition to
adulthood poses important opportunities and risky challenges for development policy. Are
education systems preparing young people to cope with the demands of changing economies?
What kind of support do they get as they enter the labor market? Can they move freely to where
the jobs are? What can be done to help them avoid serious consequences of risky behavior, such
as death from HIV-AIDS and drug abuse? Can their creative energy be directed productively to
support development thinking?
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