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In 2002, the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, which for several years has been supporting Web-based
projects to document the history of contemporary science and technology, turned to the library
and archival community for guidance on how the foundation's data creators could preserve their
digital documents. With a generous grant to the Council on Library and Information Resources
(CLIR), the foundation sought to engage those who are best positioned to advise on digital
preservation issues. 

CLIR hosted a meeting of scholars, librarians, archivists, technologists, publishers, and funders to
discuss the preservation of digital scholarly resources. The goal of the workshop was to identify
the needs of various stakeholders_Web site creators; distributors and publishers of digital
materials; representatives of archives, libraries, and repositories that want to collect these sites
and make them available; end users; and anyone in the chain of scholarly communication who
might want to discover and use these works for their own purposes_and to agree on common
approaches to meeting those needs.
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