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Perhaps it is not possible to experience all the mysterious sounds, the unfamiliar smells, and the
spectacular sights of a tropical rainforest without ever visiting one. But this exhilarating and
honest book comes wondrously close to taking the reader on such a journey. Bruce M. Beehler, a
widely traveled expert on birds and tropical ecology, recounts fascinating details from twelve
field trips he has taken to the tropics over the past three decades. As aresearcher, he bringsto life
the exotic rainforests and the people who inhabit them; as a conservationist, he makes a plea for
better ways of managing rainforests "aresource that the world cannot do without."
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