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Born in the remote mountains and tropical forests of southern Mexico, the elder women of
Chiapas have witnessed tumultuous change during their lifetimes, which in some cases spanned
the entire twentieth century. Through hard experience, these women have gained unique
perspectives on the transformations that modernity has brought to their traditional way of life.
Reflecting on this rich store of wisdom, artists Gayle Walker and Kiki Suarez began interviewing
and photographing Chiapanec women between the ages of 60 and 108. In this book, they present
the life stories of twenty-eight women, who speak for the silent members of a divided
society-well-to-do, urban ladinas of European descent; mixed race, low-income mestizas; and
indigenous Maya from the highlands and Lacandon rainforest.
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