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Self-organization constitutes one of the most important theoretical debates in contemporary life
sciences. The present book explores the relevance of the concept of self-organization and its
impact on such scientific fields as: immunology, neurosciences, ecology and theories of
evolution.

Historical aspects of the issue are also broached. Intuitions relative to self-organization can be
found in the works of such key western philosophical figures as Aristotle, Leibniz and Kant.
Interacting with more recent authors and cybernetics, self-organization represents a notion in
keeping with the modern world's discovery of radical complexity.

The themes of teleology and emergence are analyzed by philosophers of sciences with regards to
the issues of modelization and scientific explanation.

The implications of self-organization for life sciences are here approached from an
interdisciplinary angle, revealing the notion as already rewarding and full of promise for the
future.
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