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Film and television interpretations of the legal system have captured the imagination of the
American public, but how does the law really work? More specifically, how does it shape other
social institutions and interact with other academic disciplines? Law, Justice, and Society: A
Sociolegal Introduction offers a compelling overview of the law, its eventful history, and its
sociological implications.
In this unique collaborative effort, renowned scholars Anthony Walsh and Craig Hemmens draw
from their own research and first-hand experiences to examine the origins of the law; the history
and development of the American legal system; the sociology of law; court structure; and the
difference between civil and criminal law. This text provides students with a deeper
understanding of five primary topics:
* The role of law in society
* The courts, lawmaking, and criminal substantive and procedural law
* The rule of law (including due process)
* Comparative law
* The law's treatment of minorities and minors, including a chapter on the legal dynamics of race
and ethnicity
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