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Grade 7 Up-Defoe's classic novel of shipwreck and survival, now nearly 300 years old, is
abridged competently in this recording. The flavor of the 18th century language is retained, but
the plot moves along at a pace more appealing to 21st century ears. The reader, Martin Shaw, has
a pleasant voice, but unfortunately tends to trail off at the ends of sentences, losing whole words.
As with all abridgements, large sections of the story and entire characters are omitted, but since
most of the book tells of Crusoe's solitary sojourn on the island, this is not a major problem. This
version is no substitute for the original, but it would be a supplemental purchase in libraries
where abridgements are popular.
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