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Cast adrift by a mutinous crew, Susan Barton washes ashore on an isle of classic fiction. For the
next year, Robinson Cruso sculpts the land while Friday mutely watches Susan intrude upon their
loneliness. Life is mere pattern for the two unquestioning castaways, but Susan is not of their
story and she pushes Cruso for rationales that don't exist in a world of imagination. Finally
rescued and returned to London, Susan leads Friday to Daniel Foe, the author who will write their
tale. Foe, however, sees a different story and seeks "to tell the truth in all its substance."
Discovering such truth is Coetzee's aim in Foe, an intriguing novel strikingly different from his
earlier works. Here he scrutinizes the gulf between a story and its telling, giving us a
thought-provoking text wonderfully rich in meaning and design.
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