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The landmark British psychedelic band Pink Floyd's founding drummer limns the group, named
after two early bluesmen, in a profusely illustrated coffee-table tome. The band's spacey
arrangements, instrumentation, and light shows made it famous; the drug-burnout fate of original
leader Syd Barrett, who was later institutionalized, helped, too. As Barrett's legend grew, his
former colleagues moved the band closer to the rock mainstream and scored massive hits with
such albums as Dark Side of the Moon and The Wall. Mason tracks the outfit's progress from the
members' meeting in art school a la the Who, the Rolling Stones, the Kinks, and other revered
British rockers. He details the band's journey from jazzy R & B to the psychedelic explorations
that eventually dominated its output. Given Pink Floyd's erstwhile association with mood-altering
substances, the more recent story of band members' children's covert strategy to score at a concert
is particularly piquant. Incisive, and freighted with pictures, this is a lush treat for the band's
considerable fandom.
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