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Starred Review. With great care, attention to the scientific evidence and a wonderfully accessible
style, Coyne, an evolutionary geneticist at the University of Chicago, presents an overwhelming
case for evolution. Ranging from biogeography to geology, from anatomy to genetics, and from
molecular biology to physiology, he demonstrates that evolutionary theory makes predictions that
are consistently borne out by the data basic requirements for a scientific theory to be valid.
Additionally, although fully respectful of those who promote intelligent design and creationism,
he uses the data at his disposal to demolish any thought that creationism is supported by the
evidence while also explaining why those ideas fall outside the bounds of science. Coyne directly
addresses the concept often advanced by religious fundamentalists that an acceptance of
evolution must lead to immorality, concluding that evolution tells us where we came from, not
where we can go. Readers looking to understand the case for evolution and searching for a
response to many of the most common creationist claims should find everything they need in this
powerful book, which is clearer and more comprehensive than the many others on the subject.
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