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George Lakoff and Mark Johnson take on the daunting task of rebuilding Western philosophy in
alignment with three fundamental lessons from cognitive science: The mind is inherently
embodied, thought is mostly unconscious, and abstract concepts are largely metaphorical. Why
so daunting? " Cognitive science--the empirical study of the mind--calls upon us to create a new,
empirically responsible philosophy, a philosophy consistent with empirical discoveries about the
nature of mind," they write. "A serious appreciation of cognitive science requires us to rethink
philosophy from the beginning, in away that would put it more in touch with the reality of how
we think." In other words, no Platonic forms, no Cartesian mind-body duality, no Kantian pure
logic. Even Noam Chomsky's generative linguistics is revealed under scrutiny to have substantial
problems.
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