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With so much dust and noise thrown up by those economic forces opposed to reducing carbon
emissions, average readers may be hard-pressed to understand what all the fuss is about. Univ. of
Chicago geophysicist Archer has perfectly pitched answers to the most basic questions about
global warming while providing a sound basis for understanding the complex issues frequently
misrepresented by global warming skeptics. Revisiting his technical treatment of the same
subject (2006's Global Warming: Understanding the Forecast), Archer presents detailed science
in layman's language. With a breezy, conversational style, he breaks complex concepts into
everyday analogies, comparing for example the oxidation and reduction of carbon dioxide in
seawater with an upset stomach. Divided into three parts-the Present, the Past and the
Future-Archer provides a complete picture of climate change now, in the past, and what we can
expect in years and centuries to come.
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