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Modernismo, a literary movement of fundamental importance to Spanish America and Spain,
occurred at the turn of the nineteenth century, roughly from the 1880s to the 1920s. It is widely
regarded as the first Spanish-language literary movement that originated in the New World and
that became influential in the "Mother Country," Spain. Characterized by the appropriation of
French Symbolist aesthetics into Spanish-language literature, modernismo's other significant
traits were its cultural cosmopolitanism, its philological concern with language, literary history,
and literary technique, and its journalistic penchant for novelty and fashion. Despite the splendor
of modernista poetry, modernismo is now understood as a broad movement whose impact was
felt just as strongly in the prose genres: the short story, the novel, the essay, and the journalistic
crÃ³nica (chronicle). Conceived as an introduction to modernismo as well as an account of the
current state of the art of modernismo studies, this book examines the movement's contribution to
the various Spanish American literary genres, its main authors (from MartÃ and NÃ¡jera to
DarÃo and RodÃ³), its social and historical context, and its continuing relevance to the work of
contemporary Spanish American authors such as Gabriel GarcÃa MÃ¡rquez, Sergio RamÃrez,
and Mario Vargas Llosa.
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