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A former interior designer who embarked on a second career in landscape planning, Nagel
bemoaned the dearth of resource material necessary for her new endeavor. Knowing that nature
abhors just such a vacuum, Nagel fashioned a guide to her own specifications. Starting with the
basics, Nagel ventures from concept to completion in a logical sequence, covering topics many
other design manuals overlook. Not only does she pay particular attention to the intangible
aspects of the design process, such as a garden's effects on physical health and mental attitude,
she also delves into the practical side of landscape projects, from spatial allowances for patio
furniture to working with contractors. Along with essentials such as traffic flow, focal points, and
sun exposure, Nagel also provides thoughtful coverage of secondary, but no less important, topics
such as hardscape, furnishings, and ornamentation
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