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Verbalizing visceral feelings about technology, whether attraction or repulsion, Kelly explores
the "technium," his term for the globalized, interconnected stage of technological development.
Arguing that the processes creating the technium are akin to those of biological evolution, Kelly
devotes the opening sections of his exposition to that analogy, maintaining that the technium
exhibits a similar tendency toward self-organizing complexity. Having defined the technium,
Kelly addresses its discontents, as expressed by the Unabomber (although Kelly admits to
trepidation in taking seriously the antitechnology screeds of a murderer) and then as lived by the
allegedly technophobic Amish. From his observations and discussions with some Amish people,
Kely extracts some precepts of their attitudes toward gadgets, suggesting folk in the secular
world can benefit from the Amish approach of treating tools as servants of self and society rather
than as out-of-control masters. Exploring ramifications of technology on human welfare and
achievement, Kelly arrives at an optimistic outlook that will interest many, coming, as it does,
from the former editor of Wired magazine. --Gilbert Taylor
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