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Interest in obtaining biologically active compounds from natural sources has recently spiked due
to their low toxicity, complete biodegradability, availability from renewable sources, and in most
cases, low cost. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, Bioactive Compounds from Natural
Sources: Isolation, Characterization, and Biological Properties covers general methods and main
topics in the research field of bioactive natural products. 

The book describes general screening methods, modern HPLC hyphenated techniques, and NMR
methods in the structural elucidation of compounds and devotes individual chapters to specific
topics of research. Surveys on compounds displaying important pharmacological activities are
presented in chapters devoted to Mexican medicinal plants, anti-tumor drugs of natural origin,
cancer chemopreventive flavonoids, and metabolites displaying anti-HIV, antioxidative,
antimalarial, and anti-inflammatory activity. The final chapters are devoted to representative
examples of research into marine metabolites: immunomodulating marine glycolipids and
surveys of bioactive compounds from marine opisthobranchs and Japanese soft corals.

With its focus on modern approaches to the isolation of biologically active natural products, this
book encourages interdisciplinary work among chemists, pharmacologists, biologists, botanists,
and agronomists with an interest in bioactive natural products.
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