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The present volume is a tribute to Gian-Carlo Rota. It is an anthology of the production of a
unique collaboration among leading researchers who were greatly influenced by Gian-Carlo
Rota's mathematical thought.
The book begins with an essay in mathematical biography by H. Crapo in which the prospects for
research opened up by Rota's work are outlined. The subsequent section is devoted to the
prestigious Fubini lectures delivered by Gian-Carlo Rota at the Institute for scientific Interchange
in 1998, with a preface by E. Vesentini. These lectures provide the only published documentation
of Rota's plans for a fundamental reform of probability theory, a program interrupted by his
untimely demise.
The lectures by M. Aigner and D. Perrin specially conceived for this volume, provide
self-contained surveys of central topics in combinatorics and theoretical computer science; they
will also be of great use to both undergraduate and graduate students.
The essays and research papers that appear in the final section present recent developments of
some of the mathematical themes promoted by Gian-Carlo Rota. These will be of particular
interest as they propose many new problems for research.
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