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In recent years the Náyari (Cora) people of northwestern Mexico have experienced violence at
the hands of drug producers and traffickers. Although a drug economy may seem potentially
lucrative to such peasants, spreading violence tied to this trade threatens to destroy their
community. This book argues that the source of the problem lies not solely in drug trafficking but
also in the breakdown of traditional political authority. By studying the history of religious
practices that legitimate such authority, Philip Coyle shows that a contradiction exists between
ceremonially based forms of political authority and the bureaucratic and military modes of power
that have been deployed by outside governments in their attempts to administer the region. He
then shows how the legitimacy of traditional authority is renewed or undermined through the
performance of ceremonies. Coyle explores linkages between long-term political and economic
processes and changes in Náyari ceremonial life from Spanish contact to the present day. As a
participant-observer of Náyari ceremonies over a ten-year period, he gained an understanding of
the history of their ceremonialism and its connections to practically every other aspect of Náyari
life. His descriptions of the Holy Week Festival, mitote ceremonies, and other public
performances show how struggles over political legitimacy are intimately tied to the meanings of
the ceremonies.
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