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In one of his most inspiring books yet, Harold Bloom, our preeminent literary critic, takes the
reader from the Bible through the twentieth century, searching for the ways literature can inform
lives. Through comparisons of the Book of Job and Ecclesiastes, Plato and Homer, Johnson and
Goethe, Cervantes and Shakespeare, Montaigne and Bacon, Emerson and Nietzsche, Freud and
Proust, and finally discussions of the Gospel of Thomas and St. Augustine, Bloom distills the
various_and even contrary_forms of wisdom that have shaped our thinking.
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