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Engaging the future successfully will require the active participation of planners, community
leaders, and many individuals, as well as the contributions of students and scholars of planning.
To shape any number of possible futures, we must imagine them in advance and understand how
they might emerge. Forecasts, scenarios, plans, and projects are four ways of representing,
manipulating, and assessing ideas about the future. The chapters in this richly illustrated volume
offer a variety of tools and examples for planners in situations where they are positioned to
advocate for a new kind of planning_one that allows communities to face uncertain and malleable
futures with continuous and deliberative planning activities.

This book evolved from various threads and discussions among the editors, Lewis D. Hopkins
and Marisa A. Zapata, and several chapter authors around changing methods of planning
analysis. They sought to examine a more complex view of planning practice, acknowledging
recent arguments from academic planners that seemed to undermine the usefulness of plans, but
arguing that plans were still useful in particular ways. The Lincoln Institute sponsored a
symposium in September 2005 at which both experienced planning practitioners and planning
academics worked to advance this conversation in ways of interest to both audiences.
Presentations and discussions at the symposium led to significant reframing of these ideas toward
the form in which they are presented in this volume.

In addition to the chapters describing different approaches to and uses of forecasts, scenarios,
plans, and projects, the editors include a glossary of planning terms and an introduction, "How to
Read This Book," to help the intended range of readers_planning students, seasoned practitioners,
activist public participants, and specialized planning academics_find numerous ways to engage
the ideas presented. The editors seek to encourage these audiences to read and reread chapters in
different combinations, obtaining different lessons or ideas each time. The intention in such
continuing, multiple, and deliberative readings is to model the innovative planning practices
described throughout the book.
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Lewis D. Hopkins is a professor and former head of the Department of Urban and Regional
Planning at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He has served as editor of the
Journal of Planning Education and Research and chair of the Planning Accreditation Board, and
was a Fulbright Senior Scholar in Nepal. He currently is a member of the Urbana Planning
Commission. His B.A. in architecture, Master of Regional Planning, and Ph.D. in city planning
are from the University of Pennsylvania. 

Marisa A. Zapata is in the Ph.D. program in urban and regional planning at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where she completed her Master of Urban Planning in 2004. She
formerly worked for Congressman Charles B. Rangel in Washington, DC, and completed her
B.A. in anthropology at Rice University.
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