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This new edition of the best-selling book offers graduate students in education and the social
sciences a road map to developing and writing an effective literature review for a research
project, thesis, or dissertation. Organized around a proven six-step model and incorporating
technology into al of the steps, the book provides examples, strategies, and exercises that take
students step by step through the entire process:

ISelecting atopic

ISearching the literature

\Devel oping arguments

iSurveying the literature

iCritiquing the literature

Writing the literature review

The second edition includes key vocabulary words, technology advice, and additiona tips on
when and how to write during the early stages including the use of journals and memoranda._to
make the literature review process a success.
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Step 2. Search the Literature

Step 3. Develop the Argument

Step 4. Survey the Literature

Step 5. Critique the Literature

Step 6. Write the Review

Inquiry: The Necessary Precondition
Ethics

Pack Wisely Before Y ou Begin

Tips

Summary

Checklist

Chapter 1. Step 1. Select a Topic

Key Vocabulary

Task 1. Choose a Research Interest
Exercises

Researcher Bias

Task 2. Refine a Research Interest From a Personal Interest
Activity 1. Specifying a Research Interest
Activity 2. Focusing the Interest

Activity 3. Selecting a Perspective
Activity 4. Reflection: The Key to Interest Selection

Task 3. Using the Research Interest to Identify a Preliminary Research Topic

Rulesfor Library Use
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Tips

Summary

Checklist

Chapter 3: Step 3. Develop the Argument

Key Vocabulary

Concept 1. Building the Case for a Literature Review
Concept 2. Arguments-the Basics

Concept 3. Evaluating the Basic Parts of an Argument
Concept 4. Understanding Claims

Claims

Claim Acceptability

Concept 5. Building Evidence

Data Versus Evidence

Data Quality

Data Relevance

Qualifying the Claim

Concept 6. Warrants-Logically Connecting the Evidence to the Claim

Concept 7. Multiple Claims Arguments

Tips
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Checklist

Chapter 4: Step 4. Survey the Literature

Key Vocabulary

Task 1. Assemble the Collected Data

Activity 1. Cataloging the Data

Task 2. Organize the Information
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Activity 1. Mapping the Argument of Discovery
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Tips
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Chapter 5: Step 5. Critique the Literature
Key Vocabulary

Concept 1. Implicative Reasoning
Concept 2. The Two Arguments
Concept 3. Argument Patterns

Concept 4. Backing

Concept 5. Fallacies

Concept 6. The Case Is Everything

Tips

Summary

Checklist

Chapter 6: Step 6. Write the Review

Key Vocabulary

The Writing Process. Overview

Task 1. Write to Understand

Activity 1. Reviewing Notes and Memoranda
Activity 2. Exploratory Writing

Activity 3. Outlining

Activity 4. Preliminary Drafting

Task 2. Write to Be Understood

Activity 1. Writing the First Draft
Activity 2. Working With the Second and Third Drafts
Activity 3. Completing the Final Draft
Style Manuals
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