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The introduction of electoral gender quotas in diverse contexts around the globe has attracted a
great deal of scholarly and political interest. To date, research on these measures has focused
primarily on quota design, adoption, and effects on the numbers of women elected. While this
remains a crucial focus, quotas are not simply about changing the proportion of women in
political office. Both supporters and opponents of quotas suggest, albeit from different
perspectives, that positive action for women as candidates will influence the kinds of women
elected, the policy-making process as it concerns women's issues, the way citizens view women
in public life, and the relationship between female voters and the political process. Seeking to
initiate a "second generation" of research on quotas, this volume is an effort to inspire a new
literature focused on theorizing and studying the broader impact of quotas on politics and society.
The book is structured in relation to three facets of political representation: the attributes of
officeholders (descriptive representation); the promotion of group interests during the legislative
process (substantive representation); and the broader cultural meanings and social consequences
of political incorporation (symbolic representation). Within each section, the chapters include
case studies from four regions of the world: Western Europe, Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa,
and Asia and the Middle East. This approach recognizes that quotas are a global phenomenon and
that research on quotas and representation benefits from a comparative, cross-national approach.
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