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Three unprecedented large-scale democratic experiments have recently taken place. Citizen
assemblies on electoral reform were conducted in British Columbia, the Netherlands, and
Ontario. Groups of randomly selected citizens were asked to design the next electoral system. In
each case, the participants spent amost an entire year learning about electoral systems,
consulting the public, deliberating, debating, and ultimately deciding what specific institution
should be adopted. In this book, these unique cases are used to examine claims about citizens
capacity for democratic deliberation and...
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