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In 2000, the National Human Genome Research Institute announced the completion of a "draft"
of the human genome, the sequence information of nearly all 3 billion base pairs of DNA. In the
wake of this major scientific accomplishment, the focus on the genetic basis of disease has
sparked many controversies as questions are raised about radical preventative therapies, the role
of race in research, and the environmental origins of illness. In The Material Gene, Kelly Happe
explores the cultural and social dimensions of our understandings of genomics, using this
emerging field to examine the physical manifestation of social relations.

Situating contemporary genomics medicine and public health within a wider history of eugenics,
Happe examines how the relationship between heredity and dominant social and economic
interests has shifted along with transformations in gender and racial politics, social movement,
and political economy. Happe demonstrates that genomics is a type of social knowledge, relying
on cultural values to attach meaning to the body. The Material Gene situates contemporary
genomics within a history of genetics research yet is attentive to the new ways in which
knowledge claims about heredity, race, and gender emerge and are articulated to present-day
social and political agendas.
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