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J.R.R. Tolkien completed his translation of Beowulf in 1926: he returned to it later to make hasty
corrections, but seems never to have considered its publication. This edition includes an
illuminating written commentary on the poem by the trandator himself, drawn from a series of
lectures he gave at Oxford in the 1930s.

His creative attention to detail in these lectures gives rise to a sense of the immediacy and clarity

of hisvision. It is asif Tolkien entered into the imagined past: standing beside Beowulf and his
men shaking out their mail-shirts as they beach their ship on the coast of Denmark, listening to
Beowulf's rising anger at Unferth's taunting, or looking up in amazement at Grendel's terrible
hand set under the roof of Heorot
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