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Since the 1997 report of investigations into the Monte Verde site in Chile, there has been a surge
of interest in early habitation sites and a polarization of opinion about the antiquity of humansin
the Americas. While Clovis remains the earliest undisputed cultural complex in the New World
and one of the fastest and most successful diasporas in human history, many scholars argue that
this culture did not enter an empty landscape. This volume samples sites from Alaska to the
southern cone of South America to provide a better understanding of the processes by which the
early settlement of the Americas occurred at the end of the late Wisconsonian Ice Age.

With broad geographical and topical breadth, Paleocindian Archaeology provides
theoretical perspectives on early migrations, interpretations of single sites, and comparative
studies of material culture. Included are a synthesis on radiocarbon dating, a critique of
Paleoindian studies, a reconstruction of the Clovis drought based on geomorphological and
paleo-environmental data, several site specific studies (one on the only known Clovis burial in
the New World), discussions on fluted points from South America, and three studies comparing
North and South American evidence (grassland adaptations, stone technologies, and Paleoindian
artifacts).
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